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was held in 1928-29 and which showed that 47 per cent of all
workers in mines and quarries in France were aliens and that in
cement works, chemical works, public works, contracting, and
sugar refineries over 40 per cent were aliens, "The French are,
in fact, abandoning heavy work to foreigners, and this is the
basis of the complaint that is sometimes heard in foreign
countries that the French are building up a newr form of slave
state."1
Against this criticism should be placed the treaties and
similar arrangements made by France with other European
countries, notably Poland, \vhereby the conditions of work,
rates of pay and contracts of immigrants are safeguarded. In
many respects, France may be said to have treated her new-
comers in a way which other States might well copy.
The economic, social and military factors which influence
the demographic structure of the State undoubtedly play a vital
role in its internal affairs, but there is another aspect of popu-
lation wrhich interests particularly the political geographer and
that is the geographical distribution of this human element.
Just as the population of the world is very unevenly distributed,
so is that of every State. In general terms, disparity in popula-
tion density is a function of the capacity of land to support its
human occupants, but the numerical relationship between a
given area and its inhabitants is subject to change. The physical
conditions of geological structure, relief, climate and vege-
tation are partial determinants of this capacity, as is the size of
the political unit concerned, but the human response to the
opportunities which they provide is also conditioned by modes
of life, as expressed in political, social and economic organi-
zation, and by technological developments.
Again, "support" of population is open to various inter-
pretations w^hich, in their turn, are mainly based on the pre-
vailing standards of living in an area. There can be, therefore,
no permanent optimum of density or total size, so that the terms
"underpopulation" and *'overpopulation" can only have
validity when related to the circumstances at a given time. In
consequence, density of population, as expressed in numbers
1 ibid p. 158.